Crowd-Instincts

"to Marylebone Lane Police Station for safety, and was
"followed by the crowd, all singing the national airs.
"When arriving at the station we sang "God Save the
"'Queen/ and the policeman who was escorting him had
"the pleasure of taking off this pro-Boer's hat, as he was
"not gentleman enough himself, after which the crowd,
"some fifteen hundred strong, marched back to Hyde
"Park in the hopes of finding some more, but none were
"to be seen. I may state that this pro-Boer stated that
"he intended sending letters of protest to your paper, but
"we would not hear him read them, but no doubt you will
"not receive them, as they were torn up by one of the
"crowd. All praise is due to your paper for announcing
"Friday's meeting in Friday's issue, so that the pro-Boers
"could not have it all their own way.

"I am, yours, etc.,

"True Bom Englishman."

"True Born Englishman" no doubt considered him-
self to be expressing highly patriotic sentiments in this
remarkable letter, for patriotism masquerades in many
forms. Patriotism, which is the crowd-emotion of a
Nation, makes at times supreme claims on every citizen
and enforces them by a public opinion so powerful that
few can or desire to evade them. In time of war patriot-
ism, demands the very lif e of any of its citizens, and the
demand is enforced by all kinds of sanctions. To the
crowd all individuals are alike. The youthful Darwin
and the youthful Bill Sikes are the same to it when war
threatens its existence. It draws them into the ranks side
by side, drills them to a common obedience, and sends
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